Internal Advisory Committee (IAC)
Nadia Campbell, MPH
Project Manager, Institute for Behavioral and Community Health
Ms. Campbell is an alumna of SDSU's Graduate School of Public Health. For over 28
years, she has worked as a project manager at the Institute for Behavioral and
Community Health managing 13 studies, which mostly aim to reduce the risk of chronic
diseases among Latinos in San Diego and Imperial counties.

ncampbell@mail.sdsu.edu
9245 Sky Park Ct. Suite 221
619-594-2740
Donna Castañeda, PhD
Professor, Psychology - Imperial Valley Campus
Dr. Castañeda’s research focuses on the role of gender and ethnicity in close
relationships; health promotion in Latina/o communities; and how characteristics of
service delivery systems influence the provision of health and mental health services. In
the Close Relationships, Health, and Mental Health Lab – she studies aspects of various
types of close relationships, such as dating, marriage, and friendship relationships, and
how they affect relationship functioning, health, and mental health.

dcastaneda@mail.sdsu.edu
IVC EF-135
760-768-5586
Iana Castro, MBA, PhD
Assistant Professor, Marketing
Dr. Castro’s research focuses on the effects of environmental factors, including general
interior factors, interior displays and human variables on consumer behavior. She is also
interested in understanding how non-conscious influences impact consumer goals,
behaviors, and evaluations. Prior to pursuing her doctoral studies, Dr. Castro worked in
the advertising industry in account management.

iana.castro@mail.sdsu.edu
SSE 3120
619-594-6426
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Heather Corliss, MPH, PhD
Professor, Graduate School of Public Health
Dr. Corliss has conducted research on a wide range of health-related experiences
including childhood maltreatment, bullying, family relationships and social support,
substance use, obesity, weight-related behaviors, homelessness, reproductive and
sexual health, and mental health. She has funding to study how sexual orientation is
related to longitudinal trajectories of substance use and abuse occurring during
adolescence and emerging adulthood.

John Elder, PhD, MPH
Distinguished Professor, Graduate School of Public Health
Dr. Elder currently serves as Principal Investigator of PCORI asthma control grant
targeting Latino children with moderate to severe persistent asthma. He has authored 3
books and 345 other publications in the areas of health promotion, disease prevention,
and behavioral epidemiology. Dr. Elder has consulted for USAID, DoD, the Rockefeller
Foundation and WHO projects in 34 different countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America and
Europe. His international work has been in the areas of child survival, MCH, AIDS/HIV,
dengue fever and malaria control, research design, and social marketing.

Sara Gombatto, PT, PhD
Assistant Professor, School of Exercise and Nutritional Sciences
Dr. Gombatto is interested in examining the mechanisms underlying chronic-recurrent
low back pain. Using information from a physical therapy examination and a 3D
movement analysis laboratory, she has investigated differences in movement
characteristics between different subgroups of people with low back pain and between
people with and without low back pain. Currently, she is examining the relationship
between posture and movement and the development and persistence of a low back
pain problem. She is particularly interested in how people move during functional
activities. At SDSU, she is continuing this research using 3-D movement analysis, and
plans to use new tools such as MRI and portable devices for movement analysis.

hcorliss@mail.sdsu.edu
9245 Sky Park Ct. Suite 100
619-594-3470

jelder@mail.sdsu.edu
9245 Sky Park Ct. Suite 224
619-594-2997

sgombatto@mail.sdsu.edu
ENS 118
619-594-3288
khouk@mail.sdsu.edu
Library Addition 1101D
619-594-1530
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Helina Hoyt, RN, MS, PHN
Lecturer and RN-BS Program Coordinator, School of Nursing -IV Campus
Ms. Hoyt has been involved in several research projects in Imperial County. Serving as a
Co-Investigator for the CDC-funded Imperial County Childhood Obesity project, Program
Manager for the HRSA funded Imperial Valley Consortium-Nursing Workforce
Development project and as an Advisor for the PCORI funded Imperial County Asthma
project. Currently, she is actively involved in transforming healthcare within Imperial
County. She serves as the President for the Imperial Valley Nursing Council, the nonphysician healthcare member of the Imperial County Local Health Authority, and on the
Steering Committee for the Imperial County Community Health Assessment/Community
Health Intervention Plan project.
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hhoyt@mail.sdsu.edu
EF 116 – IV Campus
760-768-5680

Brian Lenz
Technology Coordinator, College of Health and Human Services
Mr. Lenz is presently serving as Technology Coordinator for the College of Health and
Human Services, where he is responsible for efficiently serving the instructional and
research needs of the college by supporting the computing needs ranging from system
integration and security, to data management, to hardware and software installation
and use.

Christopher Leong
Director of the Sciences Computing & Electronic Center
Mr. Leong is an innovative technology leader with over fourteen years of experience in
strategic planning, technical infrastructure, software and web development, project
management, and corporate partnerships.

brian.lenz@sdsu.edu
ED-154Q
619-594-8700

cleong@mail.sdsu.edu
GMCS-111
619-594-4881
Suzanne Lindsay, MPH, MSW, PhD
Executive Director, Institute for Public Health (IPH)
Associate Professor, Graduate School of Public Health
Dr. Lindsay’s primary area of research interest is the study of interpersonal violence
including youth violence, homicide, suicide, family violence, spousal abuse, child abuse,
and sexual assault. She has also directed and participated in the design and
implementation of applied research and evaluation studies in a wide variety of content
areas including homelessness, perinatal health, breast and cervical cancer screening and
diagnosis (http://qap.sdsu.edu), teen substance abuse prevention, HIV/AIDs prevention,
chronic disease prevention, teenage pregnancy prevention, tobacco education. Dr.
Lindsay’s community-based activities have focused on health disparities across cultures,
and culturally competent interventions designed to address those disparities.
Updated 9/13/2017

slindsay@mail.sdsu.edu
PSFA 150

619-594-4409
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Yusuf Ozturk, PhD
Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering
Dr. Ozturk’s research areas are mobile computing and wireless networks. The author of
several publications, his current research projects include low artifact brain-computer
interfaces, wireless power transfer for deeply implanted sensors, and closed loop
residential energy pricing.

yozturk@mail.sdsu.edu
E-411
619-594-4550
Christopher Paolini, MS, PhD
Operating Systems Analyst, College of Engineering
Dr. Paolini is an adjunct faculty member in Computer Science, an operating system
analyst with expert classification at SDSU. He holds a Ph.D in computational science and
has been employed in the College of Engineering since 1996. Before that, he served two
years as a lead analyst in the Telecommunications and Network Services department.
His research focus is in numerical carbon capture and sequestration simulation, flame
spread simulation and experimentation, hyper-sonic computational fluid dynamics,
computational thermodynamics, equilibrium thermodynamics, combustion kinetics, and
computer networking.

paolini@engineering.sdsu.edu

E-425C
619-594-7159

Fernando Sing
Computer Systems Administrator, Institute for Behavioral and Community Health
Mr. Sing expertise involves planning, implementing, directing and maintaining
applications and use of technology across studies; evaluating and providing
recommendations regarding complementing research activities with software
applications and computer technology. He is responsible for administration of servers,
applications, monitoring, and maintenance of wide area and local networks. This
includes implementation, configuration, coordination, control, maintenance,
troubleshooting, security, usage monitoring and the development of specialized system
procedures to meet user needs within IBACH.
fsing@mail.sdsu.edu
9245 Sky Park Ct. Ste. 224
619-594-8923
Ana Talavera, MPH
Project Director, South Bay Latino Research Center

atalavera@mail.sdsu.edu
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450 4th Ave. Ste. 311,
Chula Vista, CA. 91910
619-205-1930
Ming- Hsiang “Ming” Tsou, PhD
Director, Center for Human Dynamics in the Mobile Age (HDMA)
Professor, Department of Geography
Dr. Tsou’s research interests are in Human Dynamics, Social Media, Big Data,
Visualization, Internet Mapping, Web GIS, Mobile GIS, Cartography, and K-12 GIS
education. Tsou is the founding director of the HDMA Center. In Fall 2014, Tsou
received a NSF Interdisciplinary Behavioral and Social Science Research (IBSS) award
for “Spatiotemporal Modeling of Human Dynamics Across Social Media and Social
Networks.” This large interdisciplinary research project studies human dynamics across
social media and social networks, focusing on information diffusion modeling over time
and space, and the connection between online activities and real world human
behaviors.

Kristen Wells, PhD, MPH
Associate Professor, Psychology
Dr. Wells’ areas of interest include patient navigation; community health workers;
innovative methods of cancer communication; community engaged research; scale
development; and systematic reviews. Her current research projects include: the
development and evaluation of patient navigation programs to improve cervical cancer
prevention and breast cancer survivorship care; the development of an embodied
conversational agent computer application to provide education to Spanish speakers
about cervical cancer, cervical cancer screening, and human papillomavirus; and the
evaluation of multimedia interventions providing education about cancer-related
research.
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mtsou@mail.sdsu.edu
Storm Hall 313C
619-594-0205

kwells@mail.sdsu.edu
ALV-6363/103
619-594-1919
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